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THE SPECTATOR: 


Tue Spectator, established in 1868, is a weekly journal devoted 
to promoting the best interests of trustworthy insurance of all kinds. 
The subscription price for the United States, Canada and Mexico is 
Four Dollars per annum, postage prepaid. To all foreign countries in 
the Postal Union, Five Dollars per annum. 

Tue Spectator has a larger circulation than any other insurance 
journal—and carries no “deadhead” subscriptions. 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY, Pus isHers. 
Arthur L. J. Smith, President. Robert W. Blake, Secretary. 
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232 John. Address, 135 Wittram St., N. Y. 
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WESTERN DEPARTMENT, Insurance Exchange, 
Telephone, Wabash 631. 175 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 





[All persons residing in America who may desire to purchase publica- 
tions issued by Charles & Edwin Layton, of London, should order 
through The Spectator Company. As sole selling agents in America for 
that well-known firm, all orders for their publications are filled through 
this company.] 


(Copyright, 1912, by The Spectator Company, New York.] 
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N former years it was usual for legislators and the public 
to cry for more competition in fire insurance, and to urge 

the enactment of anti-compact laws. A subtle change seems 
to have taken place in their methods of thinking, however, 
for latterly there is more call for laws forbidding discrimi- 
nation, indicating a better understanding of the principles of 
fire insurance, as well as a desire for fair play between in- 
surants. There is, moreover, an element in the matter of 
common rates for fire insurance which probably is not con- 
sidered by the public, and yet which has a bad influence upon 
the indemnity offered by companies which cut rates. We 
refer to the reserve, which, being maintained on the basis of 
percentage of premiums, is less per $100 of risk when written 
at a cut rate than when written at the full tariff rate, thus 
lowering the security afforded by the cut-rate policy. The 
new policy of the public, in seeking a greater degree of uni- 
formity among the companies as to rates and requirements, 
and forbidding discrimination between insurants of the same 
class, while perhaps partly prompted by a selfish desire to 
prevent others from securing more favorable terms, recog- 
nizes the law of average and the differentiation of properties 
into groups subject to substantially similar hazards. It is 
apparent, therefore, that a more reasonable view of the fire 
insurance business is gradually making its way among prop- 
ertyowners and legislators. There are still too many, how- 


ever, that hold confiscatory ideas, and think that the State, 


should run the insurance companies, merely allowing the com- 
panies the privilege of paying the losses. Such persons still 
have much to learn, and their education cannot begin too soon. 





HE great decrease in the number of casualties resulting 
from the celebration of July 4 is due for the most part 

to the persistent agitation by the fire insurance organizations 
for a “sane and safe Fourth.” For the mild celebration of 
one week ago to-day, the insurance interests deserve high 








Editorial Department 


praise. July 4, 1912, will go down in history as having been 
one of the most satisfactory of Independence Days because 
of the relatively few fatalities, accidents and fires throughout 
the country. In years gone by the Fourth of July was dread- 
ed by insurance men and firemen, and underwriters expected 
several million dollars in losses above the average, due to the 
unrestrained. use of fireworks, but this year, owing to the 
education of the public through the press, which has been 
supplied with information by insurance associations, and to 
the literature widely distributed by these organizations, con- 
ditions have been so improved as to encourage the belief that 
ultimately July 4 will cause no more dread than any of the 
other 364 days of the year. 





HE popular wave for compulsory workmen’s compensa- 
tion is penetrating practically every State in the Union, 
and where the matter has not already been passed by the 
legislature, the question is pending, thus giving encourage- 
ment to the prediction that in two years every State will have 
adopted some sort of a law on this subject. Many of the 
principal States have either enacted such laws or they are 
seriously considering it. Workmen’s compensation commis- 
sions are sitting in Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Iowa, Missouri, Colorado, Oklahoma and Arizona. The laws 
are already in effect in New Jersey, Washington, Nevada, 
Kansas, Ohio, Illinois and Massachusetts. The laws have 
been passed and will go into effect shortly in Michigan and 
Rhode Island. A méeting of the National Civic Federation 
will be held next fall to consider a compensation law for 
New York State. 





HAT the ethics of the insurance business are improving 
- is very evident to those who have followed the develop- 
ment of the idea of protection. From protecting the policy- 
holder only, the business as now conducted, in some offices 
at least, also protects the solicitor who placed the business 
on the company’s books. Within a few days a case has come 
to general attention where a firm of general agents has no- 
tified all brokers dealing with it that the renewals on their 
business would be protected after their death and paid to 
the heirs of the estate as long as the business was continued. 
In other words, whether dead or alive the family of the agent 
or broker interested would be entitled to the same renewals 
which would come to him if alive. This is certainly a gen- 
erous arrangement and one which is quite sound in a business 
way. It has been tried in the office in question with success 
for several years in its life department, and is now being 
worked out in the accident end of the business along lines 
similar to those which were so successful in the life depart- 
ment. 





LTHOUGH the fire losses in the United States and Can- 
ada in June last aggregated $16,103,450, according to 

the records of The Journal of Commerce and Commercial 
Bulletin, this large sum was the smallest monthly loss thus 
for this year. The total loss for the first half of the year was 
$134,417,750, or at the rate of about $269,000,000 per annum; 
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and it exceeded the loss in the corresponding period last year 
by about $5,000,000, and that of the first six months of 1910 
by $35,000,000. The combination of an augmented fire loss 
with a decreased premium income is not a happy one, and it 
is hoped that these conditions may soon be reversed. 


LIFE INSURANCE. TOPICS _ 


THE MIDDLE STATES. 











Equitable’s Recent Montgomery-Ward Deal to be Eclipsed. 

The announcement made early this week by a daily paper of an in- 
surance transaction to be consummated by the Equitable Life of New 
York, involving over 10,000 men of the police department of the city 
of New York, is somewhat premature. Officials of the Equitable Life 
allege that in so far as negotiations have transpired it is impossible to 
quote accurately at this time just what amount of insurance will be 
written and what premiums will be paid thereon. That the combined 
blanket policies to be issued will aggregate more than the $3,000,000 
issued to Montgomery, Ward & Co. of Chicago is a foregone conclusion, 
although up to this time that transaction involved the largest life in- 
surance coverage ever effected. When the official announcement is made 
by the insurance society it is possible that the risks to be covered will 
be between twelve and fifteen millions. The premiums on this insurance 
may aggregate $150,000, or about $15 per $1000 per man. The facts 
of the case as they now stand are that one group is nearly closed, while 
the other, which will cover various beneficial associations of the de- 
partment, such as the traffic squad, patrolmen, etc., has not reached 
a final stage. It may be that the respective groups interested will in- 
sure on different bases; one, for instance, on the yearly salary plan, 
another on a lump sum plan, etc. Until these various methods are ascer- 
tained and acted upon it will be impossible to say what the insurance 
cost to those affected will be. 





United Mutual Life Organizing at Pittsburg. 


The United Mutual Life Insurance Company of Pittsburg is the title 
of a new company that is being organized in that city, and while it will 
first write business on a mutual plan, within sixty days after beginning 
operation it will go on a stock basis and will operate as the United Life 
Insurance Company. The company will have a capital of $1,000,000, of 
which $200,000 will be paid in at the start. The officers elected are 


Joseph A. Longfit, president; Joseph A. Bryan, vice-president, and W. A. . 


Roberts, secretary and treasurer. The company will have a board of 
directors composed of fifteen members, made up of some of the most 
prominent men of Pittsburg. The West Penn Securities Company of 
Pittsburg will ce the exclusive underwriters. 





—On June 28th John McKee Jamison was killed in an automobile accident near 
Charlotte, N. C. An extraordinary feature of this calamity was that Mr. 
Jamison, eleven days before, had insured his life for $50,000, and a check for 
that amount was sent July 3 by the Equitable Life of New York to the company 
of which Mr. Jamison was president, which was the beneficiary under the claim. 





THE WEST. 





Thirty-Sixth Annual Gathering of Northwestern Mutual. 


The Association of Agents of the Northwestern Mutual Life of Mil- 
waukee will hold the thirty-sixth annual gathering at the home office of 
the company Tuesday and Wednesday of next week. An interesting and 
instructive programme has been arranged, and indications point to the 
greatest meeting that has yet been held. Following the morning ses- 
sion of the first day, a progressive luncheon conference will be given 
at the Hotel Pfister, and that evening a beefsteak dinner will be served. 
F. A. Griswold of Hartford will make an address on ‘“‘The Qualifications 
of an Agent,’”’ and ten-minutes’ talks will be made by the following: 
“Northwestern Administration,’’ Mortimer B. Parker, Cleveland, Ohio; 
“Interesting the Young Unmarried Man,’’ C. H. De Lano, Chicago, II1.; 
“The Monthly Income Policy,’’ Charles W. Scovel, Pittsburg, Pa.; “Golf,” 
M. A. Carroll, Oshkosh, Wis.; “Interesting the College Student,” H. F. 
Brown, Ames, Iowa; ‘Adaptability,’ F. L. Wright, Scottsbluff, Neb.; 
“Life Insurance Measuring Sticks,’’ Edwin S. Jewell, statistician Chicago 
office; “The Disintegrating Fraternal and Assessment Societies,” E. 8S. 
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Emmert, Muskogee, Okla.; “Clearing House,’’ discussion, Pearcy H, 


Evans, home office; ‘‘Memorial Address,” J. W. Skinner, G. A. Dimoc, 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Other speakers will be Frank Mann, Isaac Kaufman, James Oates, 
Ralph H. Hobart, E. B. Stinde and Lawrence Mack. 





Great Western Life Agents Work Clever Surprise. 


Superintendent of Agents Bonnifield, of the Great Western Life of 
Kansas City, was given the surprise party of his life recently 
through a clever scheme worked by President Stevenson and assisted by 
John Howard of the home office force, in celebration of his birthday. It 
had been arranged that on the date of Mr. Bonnifield’s anniversary the 
agency force should shower upon him the results of their endeavors in 
the field, allowing just enough business to reach the office each day so 
as not to create any suspicions. The surprise worked perfectly, and 
$203,000 were received, which was just about all the office force could 
take care of. Practically every agent of the company was interested in 
the amount, which was the banner month of the year, bringing the total 
of June to $549,000. 





Lincoln National Life Insurance Company, Fort Wayne, Ind. 


A new line of policies has been put out by the Lincoln National Life 
of Fort Wayne, Ind., as of July 1. The company writes both participat- 
ing and non-participating forms, and with few exceptions all policies 
mature as endowments at age eighty-five. Applicants will have the 
choice of taking contracts with or without the total disability clause, 
and also with or without the double indemnity rider. A special low 
cost preferred risk policy will be issued on ordinary and twenty-payment 
life plans, with $2500 as the minimum amount. 

The company reports that in the first six months its gain of insurance 
in force has been about the same as for the entire year of 1911, while 
the assets and surplus also show large gains. On January 1, the Lin- 
coln National adopted a new agency contract, which has attracted a 
number of valuable men. It is of the non-forfeitable kind and cannot 
be arbitrarily changed or canceled by the company. The semi-annual 
statement of the Lincoln National shows that it possesses assets 
amounting to $774,938, surplus $281,637, and insurance in force of 
$7,500,000. 





—The Toledo Traveling Mens Association will shortly make application for a 
charter as a legal reserve company. The capital will be $100,000. 

—The Oklahoma Insurance Department has refused a license to the Industrial 
Benefit Association, a fraternal organization, with headquarters in St. Louis. 


—E. O. Armstrong, one of the oldest life insurance agents in Iowa, died re- 
cently at Fort Madison. Mr. Armstrong had represented the Bankers Life of 
Des Moines for over twenty years, 


—All the business in force of the Shawnee Life of Oklahoma has been rein- 
sured by the Home Life of that State, and it is probable that the company will 
liquidate, although plans have not yet been announced. 

—The Peoria Life of Peoria, Ill., is celebrating the excellent business done 
during May and June of this year. The production of May was four times that 
of 1909 and almost three times what it was in 1910 and more than double the pro- 
duction of 1911. 


—The La Fayette Life of La Fayette, Ind., achieved the $9,000,000 goal in in- 
surance in force on July 1, and is now after the tenth million. Its paid-for 
business in the first six months of 1912 is $1,175,712, as compared with $403,500 for 
the corresponding period of last year. 

—The Commercial Life of Indianapolis reports a production for June over 
three times greater than the corresponding month of the two past years, and 
July is starting out even better than June did. The company has made a number 
of valuable connections recently, among them being Russell C. Wiggs, formerly 
with the New York Life and the Commercial Life of Chicago, and J. Guy Smith, 
assistant superintendent for the Prudential at Robinson, Ill. The agency force 
now numbers a little less than three hundred for the State of Indiana, with a 
few men in Kentucky and Kansas. It is intended to enter Ohio and Michigan 
in the near future and to swing a strong organization into each one of those 
States. 





THE SOUTH. 


Georgia Insurance Act May Be Adopted. 


The Insurance Commission bill, providing for the creation of a Depart- 
ment of Insurance in Georgia, will be adopted, according to members 
of the joint committee on insurance. The bill calls for an annual ap- 
propriation of $7500. Under the provisions of the bill, companies doing 
industrial health and accident business shall have a minimum capital 
of $25,000, and regulate the commissions to agents on the sale of stock, 
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limiting the amount to not more than twelve and one-half per cent. It 
further provides that the officers shall not participate in commissions 
for the sale of stock, and the company or agent is forbidden to rebate 
any premiums. Surety, fidelity and bonding companies are required to 
deposit $25,000 with the State Treasurer. A uniform policy is required 
under the act of every fire insurance company. 





Jefferson Standard Life Will Move to Greensboro. 

The Jefferson Standard of Raleigh, N. C., which has been in the lime- 
light for several weeks past as the result of its proposition to merge 
with the Greensboro Life of Greensboro, then, dropping it, and later the 
announced intention to leave its home city, has decided to move to 
Greensboro, the acknowledged center of insurance affairs of that State. 

This was decided upon at a meeting of the committee appointed to 
select a site, and at which 4648 shares of stock were represented. Of 
this, 2371 voted for removal and 2277 against it. The declaration has 
been made by the large stockholders that the attitude of the Raleigh 
people towards the company has not been loyal, and that they had 
handicapped the merger with the Greensboro Life, and therefore must 
accept the decision of the stockholders. 





—Louis St. J. Thomas has been elected secretary and general manager of the 
Two Republics Life of El Paso, Tex. 

—Alfred Hurrell, attorney for the Association of Life Insurance Presidents, in 
a speech before the South Carolina Bankers Association, at their meeting held 
last week at Charleston, made a strong plea for fair laws and condemned com- 
pulsory investments. He contended that compulsory movement legislation repels 
capital. 

—According to the plans approved, the new home-office building of the 
American National of Galveston, Tex., will be handsome and massive. It will 
be eleven stories in height, and the top floor will be devoted to a convention 
hall, gymnasium and filing room for the use of the occupants. The offices of the 
company will be located on the ninth floor. Active work on the structure will 
begin September 1. 

—The Guardian Life of Kentucky is being organized at Louisville by John 
Tevis and J. A. Young. The company, which will have headquarters at Prospect, 
Ky., will issue life, accident and health policies on both the industrial and 
ordinary plans, with premiums paid annually, semi-annually, quarterly, monthly 
and weekly. It is the intention to reinsure several industrial companies writing 
combination life and accident policies, 





MISCELLANEOUS LIFE NEWS. 





President Bishop Issues Call to Underwriters. 

L. Brackett Bishop, president of the National Association of Life 
Underwriters, has sent a letter to the presidents and officers of the 
various life underwriters’ associations, issuing a call to the Memphis 
meeting, as follows: 


The convention of the National Association of Life Underwriters at 
Memphis is now only about four months away. A list of eminent 
speakers is being selected and the Memphis association is planning for 
splendid entertainment. The local associations all over the country 
have had a most successful year. The growth in membership of the 
older associations and the number of new associations bids fair to break 
all previous records, and now, to crown the achievements of this suc- 
cessful year, comes the great convention at Memphis. 

It is of great importance that the presidents and officers of all the local 
associations make a careful selection of delegates and alternates, choos- 
ing the most representative men and only appointing as delegates those 
who will promise to attend the convention. This will take some thought 
and work on the part of the officers of the local associations, but it is 
& prerequisite to having full delegations of strong men at the conven- 
tion at Memphis. 

I, therefore, will take it as a personal favor if the presidents and 
Officers of every local association will carefully select and appoint dele- 
gates and alternates who will agree to attend the convention. 





National Life Underwriters Conduct Essay Contest. 

An essay contest is being conducted by the National Association of 
Life Underwriters, and the prizes will be the Calef cup and the Ben 
Williams vase. The essays are to be on the subject: ‘The Permanency 
of Life, Life Insurance and Life Insurance Work,” and must be limited 
to 1000 words. As many members of local associations may compete as 
such organizations may select, but the essay must be forwarded to Sec- 
retary E. M. Ensign, 56 Pine street, New York, on or before September 1, 
in order that they may be passed upon by the committee of awards and 
& report submitted to the National Association at the meeting at Mem- 
Phis in October. All essays should be made in triplicate, so as to facili- 
tate the work of the committee of award and that of the chairman of the 
prize essay committee. Each essay when submitted becomes the prop- 
erty of the National Association. 
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THE SUICIDE RECORD OF 1911, 





Rate Practically Same as in 1910—Large Increase in Elmira— 
Some Prussian Statistics—Insanity and Suicide. 





By Frederick L. Hoffman. 

The economic condition of the nation during 1911 was, in a general 
way, a fairly favorable one. The amount of bank clearings was less, but 
the increase in savings bank deposits was in conformity to the ex- 
perience of previous years. The number of business failures was larger, 
but the amount of liabilities was smaller during 1911 than during 1910. 
As far as it is possible to judge from more or less incomplete returns, 
the amount of unemployment throughout the country was not actually 
as great as generally assumed, and the existence of fairly normal 
economic conditions is reflected in the urban suicide rate, which, during 
1911, was practically the same as during 1910. 

For one hundred cities the rate last year was 19.6 per 100,000, against 
19.7 for the previous year. Comparing, however, the average rate of 
19.6 for the year 1911 with the average of 19.3 for the decade ending 
with 1910, there was a slight increase. The largest actual increase in 
the suicide rate during the year occurred at Elmira, N. Y., which during 
1911 experienced the highest suicide rate for any one of the hundred 
cities, excepting San Diego, Cal., for which the information is available. 
The rate for Elmira was 47.8 per 100,000 of population, against a general 
average for all cities of 19.6. The details for each city are given in 
Table I, which shows the comparative suicide rates for the decade ending 
with 1910 and for the year 1911, together with the actual increase or de- 
crease in the rate of last year, compared with the previous decennium. 


COMPARATIVE RATES OF a oo HUNDRED AMERICAN CITIES, 




























1901-10. 1911. 
Rate per Rate per Rate 

Suicides. 100,000 Suicides. 100,000 {Increase or 
Population. Population Decrease 
San Francisco, Cal............-,| 1,962 51.2 159 37.5 | —13.7 
pS ES” EE ere 114 38.3 25 59.9 +21.6 
Sacramento, Cal... 134 35.5 18 38.9 +3.4 
Hoboken, N. J... 231 35.2 20 28.1 —f.3 
Los Angeles, Cal 686 30.9 120 35.2 +43 
Oa q, Cal. 3 30.5 51 32.2 +1.7 
GSR MMOMESL Ss «csc cs ke cee cos 1,922 30.2 260 37.2 +7.0 
Denver, Col. 5 28.2 79 35.7 +7.5 
Springfield, Iil 123 28.1 18 33.7 +5.6 
Seattle, Wash....-........-.000. 462 27.7 74 29.3 +1.6 
TSUACRE NE a es ccc ccesousane 103 25.8 18 41.2 | +15.4 
Pueblo, Col...... 94 25.3 6 3.6 | —i3'5 
ewark, N.J..... 738 25.0 72 20.0 —5.0 
McKeesport, Pa.. 92 23.7 8 18.4 —5.3 
waukee, Wis...........+.+-- 753 23.3 75 19.4 —3.9 
Spokane, Wash...............-. 168 22.7 13 1.7 | —11.0 
verhill, Mass..............+-. 89 22.5 8 17.6 —49 
CRIAO oc coancesine vac 779 22.4 79 21.4 —1.0 
CUMMMIETIE, [5.5 coon noes ose: 4,384 22.3 479 21.4 —0:9 
Indianapolis, Ind.............-. 457 22:3 70 29.2 +6.9 
COMMIT IE TAS. cc cccc cess aces 45 21.8 1 4.6 | —17:2 
Ommba MOD... «ss cece dcoeesse 249 21.8 40 31.7 +9.9 
Salt Lake City, Utah............ 160 21.3 33 34.1 | +12.8 
Manhattan and Bronx, N. Y....| 5,053 20.8 467 16.5 —4.3 
Tacoma, Wash..........+...... 129 20.5 29 32.8 | +12.3 
Toni EW... sos. cco smenses 438 20.3 39 17.3 —3.0 
ME IT on acces vn de ace 65 20:2 11 31.1 | +10.9 
Portland, Ore............++---. 308 19.9 76 34.7 | +148 
Washington, D.C............... 613 19.9 89 26.5 +6.6 
eveey City, N.J...-.... 0.0004 463 19.5 36 13.1 —6.4 
ew Haven, Comn...........++++ 236 19.3 23 16.9 —2.4 
Pittsburg, Pa..... a 957 193 102 18.8 —0'5 
Columbus, O... 299 19.1 45 24.0 +49 
Orange od 51 19.1 4 13.2 —5.9 
Knoxville, Tenn 2 64 18.5 16.3 —2'2 
Toledo, O...... isp 281 18.5 45 26.1 +7.6 
pO SEED SE 878 18.3 113 19.5 +1.2 
New Orleans, La chase saued 579 18.3 46 13.4 —4.9 
jE aa NER Rm 186 18.1 31 25.9 +7.8 
EERE A see tea 66 18.1 8 21.8 +3.7 
piford, COMM.......00000000 163 18.0 31 30.7 | +12.7 
Memphis, Tenn..............-- 212 17.9 26 19.4 +1.5 

Bridgeport, Conn........-...+++ 153 17.4 20 19.0 +1.6 ; 
Minneapolis, Minn............-. 452 17.3 62 20.0 +2.7 
Atlantic City, N.J..........00+- 05 17.0 16 33.4 | +16.4 
DEE MGR os cc ccoscsnccnes 610 16.7 100 20.4 +3.7 
Rochester, N. V...........0-0-- 307 16.3 24.0 +7.7 
Brooklyn, N. Y... 2,257 16.1 199 11.8 —4.3 
Providence, R. I... 324 16.1 35 15.3 —0.8 
Elmira, N.'Y...... 57 16.0 8 47.8 | +31.8 
, Mass...... 973 15.9 128 18.7 +2.8 
Fitchburg, Mass...........+-+++ 54 15.8 12.9 —2.9 
Reading, Pa........ 139 15.7 28 28.6 | +12.9 
| OS eR ee 179 15.6 23 17.9 +2.3 
Se PUM MAREE oi. 5c ons cvwens 15.6 16.0 +0.4 
Philadelphia, Pa... 2,219 15.5 250 15.9 +0.4 
timore, Md..... 14.8 17.6 +2.8 
5 UM iiraikx aga 179 14.7 20.5 +5.8 
Elizabeth, N 91 14.5 16 21.1 +6.6 
Springfield, Mass...........-.-- 109 14.4 14 15.2 +0.8 
WOES vorcce casts pxonet 550 14.3 56 12.9 —1.4 
Nashville, Tenn 139 14.3 13 11.5 —3.8 
Neb... 59 14.0 18.0 +4.0 
Petersburg, Va......+.0.ss0e+e- 32 13.9 4 16.4 +2.5 
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COMPARATIVE RATES OF mee ONE HUNDRED AMERICAN CITIES, 


























1901-10. 1911. 
ts. 
Rate per Rate per Rate 
Suicides. 100,000 | Suicides. 100,000 /|Increase or 
Population. Population.| Decrease. 

NG si tiéisnsesertakateray 61 13.4 7 13.3 —0.1 
SO a ery 61 13.2 3 5.6 —7.6 
ENON. 6 a cise ovis 09 62% 8 67 13.0 5 8.4 —4.6 
Brockton, Mass.............+++- 63 12.9 8 13.6 +0.7 
Newburgh, N. Y.....-...-.-.--. 34 12.8 5 17.8 +5.0 
Worcester, Mass.........0.2005: 169 12.8 16 10.7 —2.1 
is cc vinbh 00 ooo ease eal 76 12.6 7 10.3 —2.3 
OS ere 107 12.5 11 11.1 —1.4 
Portland, Me...... neteceuead 68 12.4 7 11.8 —0.6 
EDs, 3.5.00 eb e99860% 16 12.3 2 14.2 +1.9 
Lowell, Mass. ee 120 12.2 22 20.3 +8.1 
Passaic, N. J. 50 12.2 8 13.8 +1.6 
Savannah, Ga 72 12.0 7 10.6 —1.4 
Newport, R. I.. ack 30 11.9 1 10.6 —8.3 
MNO, Ex 3 0600 600.02:00:4%0040% 52 11.7 12 20.6 +8.9 
ER oss 50:00:59.0 a0 bee 144 11.5 21 13.0 —1.5 
Lawrence, Mass.............+-+ 82 11.2 1l 12.4 +1,2 
Cambridge, Mass............... 108 11.0 6 5.6 —5.4 
Gloucester, Mass.............-. 28 10.9 3 12.3 +1.4 
OO et eee 85 10.0 20 20.7 +10.7 
CP, DERIB . o on.0 v'0s.00:0% 00 6% 35 9.9 5 14.5 +4.6 
Manchester, N. H............... 63 9.8 6 8.4 —1.4 
SN, BORED Sos 6005 0ne9 oweyee 36 9.2 5 10.9 +1.7 
NS re ee 108 9.2 12 9.0 —0.2 
Williamsport, Pa................ 28 9.2 3 9.3 +0.1 
Salem, ES oie 6986 OREO E 35 8.9 3 6.7 —2.2 
Wilmington, Del................ 73 8.8 12 13.6 +4.8 
DE EE, 055 50 600 00 oo 00000 69 8.7 8 8.7 hee 
Richmond, Va....... tee 94 8.7 25 19.0 +10.3 
unos, Rss cons a 40 8.6 3 5.2 —3.4 
ew Bedford, Mass. G 65 8.3 11 10.9 +2.6 
Pittsfield, Mass...... va 22 8.3 3 8.9 +0.6 
Charleston, S.C... is 33 5.7 6 10.1 +4.4 
Somerville, Mass. . ey 40 5.7 2 2.5 —3.2 
es as occnsascnbiens 13 3.2 2 4.9 +1.7 
PRO MIIODS 6.0.06 86.08 000 04085 10 2.7 7 17.3 +14.6 
Average 100 cities............. 37,931 19.3 4,460 19.6 +0.3 




















According to this table, the suicide rate remained the same in one 
city, the rate increased in sixty cities and decreased in thirty-nine 
cities. The most important increases in the rate occurred at Elmira, 
San Diego, Davenport, Salt Lake City, Auburn, Portland (Ore.), Hart- 
ford, Atlantic City, Reading, Camden, Richmond (Va.), and Newton 
(Mass.). It is decidedly suggestive that the rise in the suicide rates 
should have been confined chiefly to relatively small cities, where it is 
generally assumed that the stress and strain of life is considerably 
less pronounced than in cities of larger size. For the purpose of de- 
determining whether the change in this direction has been of sufficient 
importance to require serious consideration, I have arranged the facts 
separately for cities of less than 250,000 population, and for those with a 
population of 250,000 and over, as given in detail in the table below: 


COMPARATIVE RATES OF SUICIDES IN LARGE AND SMALL AMERICAN CITIES, 

















1901-1911. 

SuicipE Recorp For 1911. Average for| Change 
SizE oF No. of 1901-10 | in Rate 

Cities, Cities. (Rate A Pe 
Total Total Rate per | 100,000). | 100,000. 

Population. | Suicides. | 100,000. 

Under 250,000....... 79 7,033,345 1,395 19.8 13.6 +6.2 
250,000 and over..... 21 | 15,725,136 3,065 19.5 22.7 —3.2 
AM thes... 6 ccicee 100 | 22,758,471 4,460 19.6 19.3 +0.3 























According to this table there were seventy-nine cities with a popu- 
lation of less than 250,000, which, considered as a group, experienced a 
suicide rate of 19.8 per 100,000 of population during 1911, in contrast to 
an average of only 13.6 during the decade ending with 1910. There was, 
therefore, during 1911 an actual increase in the suicide rate of small 
cities of 6.2 per 100,000 of population, equivalent to 45.6 per cent. In 
twenty-one cities, with 250,000 or over, the suicide rate fer 1911 was 19.5 
per 100,000 of population, against an average of 22.7 for the decade ending 
with 1910. There was, therefore, an actual decrease in the suicide rate 
of large cities of 3.2 per 100,000 of population, equivalent to 14.1 per cent. 
During the decade ending with 1910 the suicide rate of small cities was 
decidedly below the rate for large cities, or, respectively, 13.6 per 100,- 
000 of population, against 22.7—a difference of 9.1 per 100,000 of popula- 
tion. In 1911, however, the situation was reversed and the suicide 
rate for small cities was 19.8, against 19.5 for large cities, or 0.3 
per 100,000 higher. Had the suicide rate of small cities for 1911 been 
the same as during the previous decade, the actual number of suicides 
in these seventy-nine, cities would have been only 957 instead of 1395, 
the actual difference being 438, and the difference in the rate 6.2 per 
100,000 of population. It would require an extended analysis of indi- 
vidual suicides to establish, even with approximate accuracy, the true 
cause of this reversal of normal conditions, since the change is in 
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marked contrast to the long-established experience, that the suicide rate | 


in small cities is decidedly below the average for large communities, 
Since the suicide record of small cities for 1911 includes 1395 suicides, 
against 2986 suicides in large cities, the numbers for both groups are 
entirely sufficient for a safe conclusion. 

Table II shows the suicides for one hundred cities since 1892, by single 
years and groups of five years. 





SUICIDES IN ONE HUNDRED AMERICAN CITIES, 1892-1911. 











Rate per 
YEAR. Population. Suicides, 100,000 
Population. 

13,335,186 1,713 12.8 
13,686,566 097 15.3 
14,038,525 2,139 15.2 
14,539,050 2,218 15.3 
15,027,676 2,360 15.7 
15,416,634 2,583 16.8 
1 764 2,630 16.5 
16,269,285 2,594 15.9 
16,753,366 2,728 16.3 
17,248,177 2,855 16.6 
743,001 3,139 17.7 
18,237,846 3,513 19.3 
18,732,699 3,766 20.1 
19,254,249 3,650 19.0 
19,837,798 3,537 17.8 
20,421,363 3,975 19.5 
004,936 4,582 21.8 
21,588,516 4,537 21.0 
22,172,095 4,377 19.7 
Bega 22,758,471 4,460 19.6 
BE PAING once s-deavosveceed ab 2 70,627,003 10,527 14.9 
OE ee rae 81,580,226 13,390 16.4 
SRN 0'6.0:0's sarin kao b baln Bay 93,805,593 17,605 18.8 
| | Ee ea ELEN ar ea 107,945,391 21,931 20.3 














According to this table the suicide rate persistently increased to a 
maximum of 21.8 per 100,000 of population during 1908, but subsequent 
to that year the rate has declined to 19.6 per 100,000 during 1911. Con- 
sidered, however, by five-year periods, the rate of 20.3 per 100,000 during 
the last quinquennium has been the highest on record, and the rate is 
in marked contrast to the average for the five years ending with 1896, of 
only 14.9 per 100,000. 


PRUSSIA’S SUICIDE RECORD. 

Some very interesting statistics have been recently published on the 
suicide record of Prussia, which may be briefly referred to on this 
occasion. The number of suicides in Prussia in 1910 was 8179, equivalent 
to a rate of 21 per 100,000 of population.* The rate was highest for the 
Province of Brandenburg, excluding Berlin, or 34.3 per 100,000, and 
lowest for the agricultural province of Posen, where the rate was only 
9.8. Comparing 1910 with 1909, there was a decrease in the rate of every 
province except two, and in these the rise in the rate was not of par- 
ticular significance. In proportion to population the male sucide rate 
was 32 per 100,000, and the female rate was 10. Considered with refer- 
ence to divisional periods of life the rates are given in tabular form as 
follows: 


MORTALITY FROM SUICIDE IN THE KINGDOM OF PRUSSIA FOR 1910. (RATES 
PER 100,000 LIVING, BY DIVISIONAL PERIODS OF LIFE.) 








AGEs. Males. Females. Total. 
Under 15 1.00 0.36 0.68 
BUM yb aarka i Hx ea K o:keeaeeN 20.64 12.52 16.61 
20-24 38.72 15.04 26.84 
25-29 32.41 10.00 21.19 
30-39 36.71 11.41 
55.59 15.02 34.89 
OIE Singh sabia. Ve vl diee seirpw nee 84.64 20.65 50.82 
NE Pe LN 94.19 24.32 55.75 
Ns Sts Ss a5 ad bx aioe bie 102.72 24.62 68.71 
eT SE errr 98 .82 24.80 55.53 














According to this table there is a fairly persistent increase in the 
suicide rate with advancing age, but an exception to this rule is the 
late period of adolescence, when the rate is higher for both sexes than 
for the years immediately preceding or following. In other words, the 
maximum period of suicidal intensity during early life is at ages 20 
to 24, inclusive. 

The higher degree of suicidal frequency at these ages over 
the age period immediately following is, in all probability, the 
result of defective methods of education—mental and moral a8 
well as economic. The table, however, is self-explanatory and 
requires no discussion in detail, since the causes of suicide by divi- 
sional periods of life are not available. For all ages the principal 
cause of suicide was unsoundness of min@, accounting for 22.8 per cent 


* The suicide rate of the registration area of the United States in 1910 was 16.0 
per 100,000 of population. 
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of the suicides of males and 40.6 per cent of the suicides of females. 
Bodily disease accounted for 10 per cent of the suicides of males and 
9.3 per cent of females, while nervous diseases accounted for 4.3 per 
cent and 7.4 per cent, respectively. In the case of males 10.1 per cent 
of the suicides were attributed to alcoholism, and only 1.5 per cent in the 
case of females. Sorrow and distress accounted for 12.2 per cent of the 
male suicides and 7.7 per cent of the female suicides. Of course, in 
many cases the alleged causes of suicide are a mere matter of conjec- 
ture, and any analysis of this kind must be accepted with due reserve. 


FACTOR OF UNCERTAINTY 

As has been frequently pointed out in previous articles on this inter- 
esting subject, there remains a considerable factor of uncertainty in all 
suicide statistics on account of the inherent defects in the original re- 
turns. Aside from the fact that our coroner system is decidedly de- 
fective, in that verdicts are frequently rendered by a layman not quali- 
fied to express an opinion on a complicated state of facts more or less 
medico-legal in their nature, there is the further difficulty that increas- 
ing intelligence enables a considerable number of suicides to so ar- 
range the surrounding circumstances of the act that even the most 
competent expert in medical jurisprudence is unable to conclude with 
absolute certainty whether the case was one of accident, homicide or 
self-murder. The common belief that in a large number of suicides 
there is a pre-existing condition of unsoundness of mind unquestionably 
has much evidence in its favor aside from the statistical returns for 
Prussia, according to which 27.2 per cent of the suicides were directly 
or indirectly the result of mental disease. The most recent authority 
on unsoundness of mind—Dr. T. S. Clouston, the president of the Royal 
College of Physicians of Edinburgh—observes in this connection that, 
“In about three-fourths of all the cases of depression in the mentally 
unsound there is developed a symptom in which the primary instinct of 
a human being is changed and reversed. The love of life weakens, dis- 
appears, and there takes its place a desire to put an end to life, which 
may amount to a craving for death with persistent, determined and 
cunning attempts to accomplish that object. * * * The suicidal 
tendency may arise or be strengthened by seeing the means of doing 
it. For instance, a knife, or water, or a bottle of poison may suggest 
suicide. * * * The actual carrying out of suicide depends much on 
the natural courage and the strength of the religious and moral prin- 
ciples. Fewer suicides by one-half occur among women than men, al- 
though the actual desire is as frequent in the one sex as the other. 
* * * In some cases it comes on sharply and suddenly without much 
warning, and in other cases it has a long prelude of depression. The 
tendency to suicide often runs in families. Suicidal impulse is in a few 
cages combined with a desire to kill others. * * * Its greatest pre- 
valence is from forty to sixty-five years of age, which is also the age 
that the depressed variety of mental unsoundness is most commonly met 
with, being the time of life when the climacteric in both sexes occurs, 
and when the general process of decadence of brain and body has begun.” 


INSANITY AND SUICIDE 

Equally interesting and suggestive in this conection is the earlier 
observation by Mercier, who, in his treatise on ‘Sanity and Insanity,” 
states that: ; 

“It is often assumed, not only by the verdicts of coroners’ juries, but 
in the writings and speeches of thoughtful men, that a person who com- 
mits suicide must necessarily be insane at the time of the act. In this 
opinion I do not share. It seems to me that a man’s circumstances 
may be such that he may, upon careful and comprehensive review of 
them, deliberately conclude that life is not worth living, and that it is 
better to seek annihilation, or to take the chance,<f happiness or un- 
happiness in a future life, than to submit to certain and extreme misery 
in this. Suppose that a man is subject to a combination of adverse 
circumstances, that his wife has run away from him, his daughters dis- 
graced him, his sons have robbed him, that his business is a failure, 
and that he is afflicted with some horrible and incurable disease. Who 
will say that, for a man so situated; to shorten the poor and miserable 
remnant of life remaining to him is an act of insanity? He has to take 
his choice of evils. Even granting that by choosing to put an end to 
himself, to throw down his fardel and refuse any longer to grunt and 
Sweat under a weary life, he chooses wrongly and unwisely, yet does the 
wrong and unwisdom of such a course amount to insanity? Surely not.’ 

There are strong reasons for believing that this class of persons is 
rapidly on the increase in the United States under the complex conditions 
of American life. It is equally safe to assume that in quite a number 
of cases the method of suicide is so ingenious as to preclude an accurate 
diagnosis. Modern education is largely responsible for social and moral 
discontent. The considerable amount of publicity which is given to sui- 
cides in newspapers, and the means by which life is voluntarily brought 
to an end, implies a most serious menace to the community on the 
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well-established basis of the psychology of suggestion. Even though 
the change in the suicide rate during recent years indicates slightly im- 
proved conditions, the evidence is otherwise quite conclusive that sui- 
cide is a real evil of nation-wide extent. On the basis of the rate of 
16.0 per luv,000 for the registration area for 1910, there occurred ap- 
proximately 15,000 suicides in the entire United States during i911. This 
voluntary tribute of human life to early death is equivalent to a con- 
tempt for a tolerable existence without a parallel in history. The fact 
disclosed by the present analysis, that during 1911 the suicide rate in 
relatively small American cities was higher than in large cities is addi- 
tional proof that the menace of self-murder is real, and that the sub- 
ject demands the most serious attention of those who are responsible for 
the moral and spiritual welfare of the people. 





Great Northern Life to be Liquidated. 

The Great Northern Life of Winnipeg, Manitoba, will be liquidated, 
according to a press dispatch. Laurence Rosewald, one of the pro- 
moters, was in Chicago recently and took back to Winnipeg four solici- 
tors whose contracts were repudiated shortly after arriving there. The 
dispatch follows: 


The Great Northern Life’s suite of offices have been left in charge of 
a girl, pending a meeting of the stockholders, at which they will vote to 
liquidate. The company has never had a license and has never written 
a dollar’s worth of premiums. When it applied for a license it was dis- 
covered that it had taken in about $30,000 in cash and had about $40,000 
in notes. It expected to use these notes as assets, and the cash mean- 
while had gone into the Continental Securities Company, owned by the 
promoters, for promotion expenses. The actual cash on hand was less 
than $100, whereas to get a license it needed $25,000. Then several of 
the stockholders took charge of the company, fired the big corps of soli- 
citors, dismantled the offices, and the thing now stands, as referred to 
above, with very little chance of its continuing in business. 





The Insurance Year Book and the Mutual Benefit Life. 
“Your representative called on us a week ago and we were very glad to give 
him an order for the Life and Casualty Volume of The Insurance Year Book 
for 1912, soon to be published. No library in an insurance office is complete 
without a copy of The Year Book.”—George E, Black, General Agent, Mutual 
Benefit Life 





Important Meetings Scheduled. 


August 6-10.—International Medical Conference, Dusseldorf, Germany. 
August 21-24.—Canadian Life Underwriters Association, Montreal. 
August 28.—National Fraternal Congress, Mackinac, Mich. 

September 4-6.—American Life Convention, Chicago. 

October 15-17.—National Association Life Underwriters, Memphis. 





—The John Hancock Life of Boston, on the first of July, started to issue a 
series of joint life and business contracts. 


—The Travelers of Hartford, Conn., announces that Special Agent A. E. 
Garde of Hartford has been transferred to Providence, R. I., branch office. 
Recent appointments of special agents in accident departments are: John 
Howard O’Neill, Rochester, N. Y.; Duke Roberts, Toronto, Ont.; Bruce T. 
Work, Columbus, Ohio, and William L. Waltz, Seattle, Wash. 

—J. H. Brock, managing director of the Great West Life Assurance Company 
of Winnipeg, Man., has gone to Germany for several weeks, and will spend much 
of his time at Carlsbad for his health, The Great West Life, up to July 1, re- 
ceived a total application of $2,558,831, and has a total of $75,000,000 of business in 
force. The company has recently issued two interesting pamphlets for the pur- 
pose of educating the policyholders and agents. 


_ INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE 

















Prudential District Staffs Continue to Give Dinners. 
Scranton; New York No. 2 District; Philadelphia No. 1 and No. 2 Dis- 
tricts; Jamestown; McKeesport; Philadelphia No. 4 District; Syracuse; 
York; Indianapolis No. 1 District; Columbus, Ind.; Anderson, Ind.; 
Muncie, Ind.; Evansville, Ind.; Léxington, Ky.; St. Cloud, Minn.; Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; Fort Wayne, Ind.; New Albany, Ind., and Terre Haute, Ind. 
The business meetings and dinners which have become so popular 
throughout the country with the field men of the Prudential of Newark 
continue, the latest gatherings having been held in the following cities: 
Bridgetown, N. J.; New York District No. 12; Hartford; New Haven; 
Salem, Mass.; Bridgeport; Waterbury; San Diego, Cal.; Parsons; Sacra- 
mento; Stevens Point, Wis.; Salem, Ore.; Cincinnati Districts Nos. 1 
and 2; Covington, Ky.; Lima, Ohio; Youngstown, Ohio; Mankato, Minn., 
and Escanaba. 





Commonwealth Life to Open New Territory. 
The Commonwealth Life of Louisville is opening additional territory in 
the South, and will this month enter Mobile; and, later on, the com- 
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pany will establish an agency at Montgomery. It is the intention to 
enter Georgia next October, with J. B. Tingle, Alabama superintendent, 
temporarily in charge. W. R. Thurman, assistant to Mr. Tingle, will be 
made superintendent of the Mobile office. 





—The agents under Superintendent Thomason of the Prudential, Rich- 
mond (Ind.) district, celebrated his birthday in bringing in more than 
250 applications and $10,000 ordinary. 

—The Ohio National Life of Cincinnati expects to open its new in- 
dustrial department August 1, and it will be in charge of Frank M. 
Peters, formerly with the Prudential of Newark. 


Fred. W. Tasney, Western department manager of the Prudential 
of Newark, addressed a meeting of the Indiana Association of Life Un- 
derwriters at Indianapolis last week on “Life Insurance Salesmanship.”’ 


—The increase for the first half of 1912 made by the Colonial Life of 
Jersey City was the greatest first half-year increase in the history of 
ithe company, and marked a greater increase than for the whole year 
of 1911. 


—The Colonial Life of Jersey City has made the following appoint- 
ments of assistant managers: Carl 8. Rudy, Reading, Pa.; Henry Ufer, 
Union, N. J.; John Fisher, Hoboken. Benny Lasker has been trans- 
ferred from Union to Newburg. 

—Henry Nevinson, aged fifty-five years, who had been connected with 
the Metropolitan of New York for more than twenty-five years, died 
recently at his home at 560 Greene avenue, Brooklyn, following a linger- 
ing illness. He was born in England. 


—The Prudential Old Guard has made an addition by admitting the fol- 
lowing members: John J. Roecklein, assistant, Kingston, N. Y.; Otis J. 
Osborne, independent agent, Erie, Pa.; Nathan Besner, agent, Long 
Island City; Adolf Mauruher, agent, New York; William P. Phares, 
agent, Cumberland, Md. 

—The Public Savings Life of Indianapolis has made Evansville a dis- 
trict and appointed Superintendent Kamppert as manager, and Agent 
George Gattman has been made superintendent. This was announced by 
President H. Thomas Head at a dinner given to the agents by Mr. 
Kampfert. The dinner was promised if the agency showed a $100 debit, 
which was more than accomplished. 


—A singular coincidence has been discovered by The Virginia Weekly 
Standard, the paper issued by the Life Insurance Company of Virginia, 
which celebrated its sixteenth anniversary with the last issue. In the 
first issue the name of K. K. Lively of Lynchburg appeared as being one 
of the leaders of ten highest assistant agents. In the anniversary edi- 
tion K. K. Lively appears in the same position, the only difference being 
that he is at Burlington, Va., instead of Lynchburg. Mr. Lively has been 
among the leaders practically every year, and is considered one of the 
best producers of the company. 











FIRE INSURANCE TOPICS _ 








NEW YORK SURVEYS. 

Change of Control Brings Many Inquiries.—Many inquiries have 
been received from agents at a distance relative to the recent change 
of control of the Williamsburgh City Fire Insurance Company. One 
of the Western agents seemed to ignore the plain statement of the 
new owners of the majority of stock of the company and doubt 
whether his agency (which was an important one) was safe. This 
inquiry led to the belief that the special agents of other companies 
were in the field trying to engage some of the old agents to transfer 
their business to new channels; but their fears, we are assured, are 
groundless, New business will be developed, but the old will be 
held intact, and outside agents may possess their souls in peace with- 
out fear of disturbance. 


Mention of Alliance No Mystery.—It was no mystery why the 
Alliance of London should have been persistently mentioned as the 
purchaser of a controlling interest in the Williamsburgh City. That 
company has an inclination to resume American business through 
some prosperous American company, and it is pretty well known 
that it has been flirting with two or three of them during the last four 
years. The company prefers to buy out an established business—and 
the management, too—and then increase it in every legitimate way. 
The flirtations have never reached the stage of negotiation, but it is 
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believed terms have been mentioned and considered; butt they were 
never within “ mile of acceptance. The other English offices have 
been repeatedly informed of these matters. 


Foreign Companies Interested in Exposition Risks.—Even at 
this early day inquiries have been received from foreign offices with 
reference to the probable rate and conditions on the fire risks at the 
San Francisco-Panama Canal Exposition, 1915. It augurs well for 
the large expectations that the object of the foreigners in these 
inquiries is to advise their home manufacturers and merchants who 
contemplate sending valuable exhibits to San Francisco of the cost 
and available facilities for fire insurance. We presume it will be 
at least two years before our American friends wili wake up to similar 
inquiries. 

Exchange in Quandary Regarding Certain Licenses.—The Ex- 
change is in somewhat of a quandary in its dealings with unworthy 
persons who hold State licenses as brokers who also hold Exchange 
cértificates until October. There are several of them who are un- 
able to obtain policies, even without commissions, for several of the 
important companies. The question is whether it is in the power 
of the Exchange to cancel its own certificates and thus start a con- 
flict with the Department. According to some strict constructionists 
among the managers, the possession of a State license entitles the 
holder to all the privileges of a broker, and it might be serious to 
deny this right by concerted action. Yet if the companies indi- 
vidually refuse commissions to the State licensees, the same question 
might be raised. Probably the summer vacation of the Exchange 
may enable all hands to arrive at a just conclusion, 


June Losses Light.—The month of June was comparatively light 
in the loss experience and assisted to reduce the percentage for the 
first six months, which at the end of April was far ahead of the last 
year. The companies generally complain of reduced premium in- 
come, which is, of course, impairing the profit. However, there is 
less acknowledgment of defeat for the present year than in the 
earlier months, 


Old Timers Amazed at Sprinklered Risk Rates.—There continues 
to be amazement among the old-timers regarding the modern rates 
upon sprinklered risks, but more amazement over the fierce struggle 
to obtain the business at the low rates. One of the latest wrinkles is 
an offer from a broker to guarantee a reduction of thirty-three per 
cent upon a sprinklered mercantile risk now and for years insured 
for over a million dollars in inter-insurance associations, provided 


‘the whole amount was transferred to the broker who made the offer. 


The proposition was declined and the answer given that the divi- 


‘dends from the inter-insurers were more than an offset to the 


proposed reduction. 


Surplus Line Business Falls Off.—The surplus line business in 
this city has fallen off to inconsiderable amounts upon the better class 
of risks, and is continued as second and third rate manufacturing 
risks on the East Side. The outside demand is also lessening, but 
apparently it is carried on here, the same as formerly, without any 
fear of the law. 

Returns from West.—Albert R. Hosford, assistant manager of the 
Royal of Liverpool and president of the New York Insurance So- 
ciety, who has been on his vacation trip to California and Oregon, has 
returned home, 

Back from Europe.—E. G, Snow, Jr., United States manager of 
the Swiss National of Basle, and the Bulgaria of Rustchuk, has 
returned from Europe, where he has been for six weeks, 

Appointed Head Suburban Agent.—Wallace Reid has been ap- 
pointed head agent of suburban New York for the Camden Fire of 
Camden. 

Home from Abroad.—Fritz Kortenbeutel, secretary of the Inter- 
national of New York, arrived from Europe Monday last. 





CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 

Will Remain in Bureau.—It was recently decided by the directors 
of the Insurance Company of the State of Illinois, of Rockford, that 
it would retain its membership in the Western Insurance Bureau. 
It was supposed by some that the company would affiliate with the 
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Western Union, on account of its new manager, Joel W. Hubble, 
having heretofore been affiliated with Union companies. 

C. R. Tuttle Resigns from Committee.—Western Manager C. R. 
Tuttle, of the Continental of New York, has resigned as a member 
of the large cities committee of the Western Union. 

Nominees for Executive Committee.—The following have been 
nominated for membership on the executive committee of the Chi- 
cago Board of Underwriters: J. W. Cochran, Harry Fox, Albert 
Enger. They will be voted on at the quarterly meeting this month. 

Secretary Trimingham Goes Abroad.—R. N. Trimingham, secre- 
tary of the Chicago Board of Underwriters, left last week for his 
European trip. 





BOSTON AND VICINITY. 

Commissioner Hardison Issues Report.—Part 1 of the fifty- 
seventh annual report of the Insurance Commissioner of Massa- 
chusetts has been issued by Commissioner Hardison. This section of 
the report deals exclusively with fire and marine insurance. The 
report shows that ten companies have retired during the year covered 
by the report, that several of them have been merged with others and 
return through that process, that others have reinsured, but that in 
no case has a company failed to meet its obligation. Treating of 
the finances of the office a statement in the report shows a credit to 
the Commonwealth of $28,484 for the year’s business. Commis- 
sioner Hardison devotes the greater part of the report to his views 
on the speculative side of fire insurance company flotation. In 
addition to his lengthy exposition of what to avoid in buying fire 
insurance stock, Mr. Hardison discusses at some length the un- 
necessary annual fire waste and urges a campaign of education with 
a view to eliminating this great economic drag. 

Sprinklers Responsible for Small Average Loss.—Showing that 
in sixty-six fires in properties protected by automatic sprinklers the 
average loss was $67 per fire, as against an average loss of $1,831 per 
fire in properties not so protected, the May report of the Boston 
Manufacturers Mutual Fire Insurance Company sheds light on the 
differentiated rates for protected and unprotected property. 

Names Boston Agents.—The Maryland Motor Car of Baltimore 
having been licensed to do a fire business in Massachusetts, it has 
named O’Neill & Parker, of Boston, as its agents. 





NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 

Pleased Over Safe and Sane Fourth.—This city was singularly 
fortunate in its Independence Day experience, not one really serious 
fire occurring as a result of fireworks. The “safe and sane” plan of 
celebration was closely followed and the companies have reason to 
be pleased. 

Generous Response of “Complimentary” Orders.—The local 
office of the Royal of Liverpool, which has been conducting a cam- 
paign for “complimentary” orders, announces that the response has 
been generous. Incidentally it might be mentioned that this is the 
first request for special consideration the Royal ‘has made in its 
sixty years’ experience in Philadelphia. 

Monongahela Underwriters to Incorporate Later On.—The 
fraternity is inclined to express disappointment at the failure of 
the Monongahela Underwriters, Inc., to commence operations on 
July 1, as has been announced. In fairness to those concerned it 
can be said that the announcement in the insurance journals was 
decidedly premature. It is the intention to incorporate the Under- 
writers Agency now conducted by the American Union of Philadel- 
phia, but as yet only the preliminaries have been entered into. The 
securing of $400,000 (one-half capital and one-half surplus) is a 
matter that requires more time than the executives have been able 
to give it. Later on, perhaps in the fall, the incorporation will be 
taken up in earnest and will be pushed to a quick conclusion. 

Sprinkler Test Given.—A test of window sprinklers was held 
last Saturday at the building of the Curtis Publishing Company 
under the supervision of a district engineer of the fire department. 
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The high pressure service was used, and for a considerable time the 
full three hundred pounds pressure was exerted on the system, 
which stood up beautifully and to the complete satisfaction of the 
owners and the department. On the only exposed side of the build- 
ing each window is fitted with an “open” head, while on the re- 
maining walls are low temperature fusible heads. 

Philadelphia Concern Gets Automobile Contract.— The insur- 
ance on automobile trucks of the Adams Express Company will be 
handled this year by Billington, Hutchinson & Co., of Philadelphia. 
There are about 300 machines in various cities from Chicago to 
New York. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 


Charles Henry Marshall Dies in Paris. 


Charles Henry Marshall of New York died Tuesday of last week at 
Paris. He was chairman of the United States board of directors of the 
Liverpool and London and Globe of Liverpool, and a director of the 
Liverpool and London and Globe of New York, the Globe Indemnity of 
New York and the Atlantic Mutual Marine of New York. He left for 
Europe on the Carpathia, and assisted in the rescue of the survivors of 
the Titanic, among whom were his three nieces. He was born February 
19, 1888. Mr. Marshall was largely connected with financial institutions, 
but began his carreer as a pilot and Harbor Commissioner of New York, 
and was afterwards Dock Commissioner. He was the sole surviving hon- 
orary member of the French Agricultural Society, to which he was 
elected in 1871. 








THE WEST. 





CO-OPERATION CAUSES COMPLICATIONS. 


Agents are Complaining of their Lot and Look Forward to Diffi- - 


culties at the End of the Month—Bureau Companies 
Have Most of the Trouble. 


Although the first week of the co-operation between the Western 
Union and the Western Insurance Bureau has brought about many 
serious complications, the bulk of the difficulties are not expected to 
confront the members until the end of the current month, when agents 
make their reports as called for under the new scale of commissions. 
It is expected that many agents whose compensation is reduced by the 
agreement will endeavor to avoid the reduction in various ways. The 
committee in charge of the agreement is busy straightening out en- 
tanglements of different kinds, and it reports that considerable trouble 
so far has arisen from the Bureau agencies which had retained a Union 
company merely for accommodation, only to find that this fixed its status 
as a mixed agency and reduced its compensation, together with the 
complications arising from the presence of non-affiliating companies in 
agencies. The Bureau companies are having most of the trouble, and 
there are serious complaints by some of them of lack of co-operation 
on the part of their Bureau associates in not properly instructing their 
agents as to the new scale of compensation and expense. Most of the 
larger Union companies had cleared the bulk of their agencies, and, as 
the result of the change in mixed agencies is to give a slight increase in 
compensation from the Union companies, no trouble is being experienced, 
the objections coming when the compensation is decreased. One large 
Union company, with 3500 agents in the Western department, had less 
than 500 mixed agencies, and only one of these failed to secure an in- 
crease in compensation, it having retained a small mutual company. In 
these mixed agencies, where fifteen per cent was formerly paid, graded 
commissions will be paid after July 1, but the effect upon the average 
expense ratio of the company will not be material, as most of these 
agencies were in small towns and did a small business. 

The Bureau expects to begin the reinsurance department next Monday. 
An actuary is now engaged in working out the apportionment of the per- 
centages among the companies of the various States, and this will be 
submitted to the board of governors’ meeting, scheduled for this week. 
This situation is also seriously complicated by the need for a varying 
apportionment. The membership in the Bureau numbers fifty-seven 
companies outside of annexes, which would raise the total to about 
fifty-seven. It began with less than thirty and has made its most rapid 
gain since co-operation was a certainty. The majority of the non- 
affiliated companies were in the Bureau agencies, and they sought that 
organization in preference to undertaking the rearrangement of their 
agency plant, which Union membership would require. 
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Fire Insurance 


Again After Control of Western Reserve. 

Phypers Bros. of Cleveland are making another effort to secure con- 
trol of the Western Reserve Fire, also of that city, and have obtained, 
it is understood, the active co-operation of F. F. Prentiss, who has ex- 
pressed his willingness to double his holdings of the stock in a reorgan- 
ized company on condition that he is elected president and is to be 
permitted to name his own officers and directors. Some time ago 
Phypers Bros. made a proposition to the stockholders of the com- 
pany at a meeting, but it is said that only a minority were present and 
the offer was turned down. The latest move by Phypers Bros. is to 
send out circulars asking a proxy vote of the stockholders, and it bears 
the names of Mr. Prentiss, G. W. Phypers and William H. Hunt. 





New Hampshire Fire Reinsures Milwaukee German. 

The outstanding business of the Milwaukee German Fire of Milwaukee 
has been reinsured in the New Hampshire Fire of Manchester, and the 
company will retire. The Milwaukee German was organized in 1905, 
with a capital of $50,000 and a surplus of $10,000, and since then has been 
increased to $200,000 and a $60,000 surplus, but it was never profitable. 
The operations were limited to Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Ohio and Pennsylvania. The assets of the company, as of June 1, were 
$330,962, with a reinsurance reserve of $90,000 and a net surplus of $28,- 
047. Edward Schroeder, a prominent agent at Milwaukee, was president 
of the company. 





—The semi-annual meeting of the West Virginia Fire Underwriters will be 
held August 14 and 15 at the Hotel Pontchartrain, in Detroit. 

—S. E. Crain has been appointed State Fire Marshal of South Dakota, succeed- 
ing F. A. Craft, resigned. He was formerly a deputy marshal, 

—The mid-summer outing of the Ohio field men is scheduled for July 17 and 
18 at Cedar Point. An elaborate programme has been arranged. 

—Robert H. Sherman, local agent, has been appointed special agent in Illinois 
for the Home of New York, with headquarters at Bloomington. 

—The Concordia Fire of Milwaukee, which recently voted to make a $300,000 
increase in its capital, has completed paying in the extra amount. 

—Application for membership in the Western Insurance Bureau has been 
made by the City of New York Insurance Company of New York. 

—C. R. Tuttle, Western manager of the Continental of New York, has re- 
signed as a member of the large cities committee of the Western Union. 

—The statement of the Mill Owners Mutual Fire of Des Moines as of July 1, 
1912, shows assets aggregating $378,063, with surplus to policyholders of $221,267. 

—Guy E. Dixon, special agent in Southern Missouri for the German-American 
Fire of Pittsburg, has resigned to go into the local agency business at Spring- 
field. 

—The Amazon Fire of Oklahoma City has moved its home office to Shawnee, 


Okla. The company was originally located at Shawnee, but moved to Oklahoma - 


City about a year and a half ago. 

—The Ohio-Cooper Agency Company of Dayton has been incorporated with 
the following: John M. Bell, William A. Haskin, Samuel L. La Rose, Louis 
Knerr, Joseph H. Hockwait, John H. Lewis and Timothy McEntee. 

—E,. R. Chapman, special agent in Michigan for the Providence Washington of 
Providence, has resigned, effective August 1, and will be succeeded by Alfred S. 
Da Silva, who now represents the Peoples National of Philadelphia in that 
State. 

—H. D. Grindle, an attorney and referee in bankruptcy, has been elected secre- 
tary and treasurer of the new Shawnee Fire and Marine of Lima, Ohio, and 
those interested in the project say it is making steady advancement toward com- 
pletion. 

—The Bankers and Merchants Fire of Minneapolis, which is to have a capital 
of $1,000,000, has about $800,000 subscribed, including about $400,000 of subscrip- 
tions taken from the Great Western Fire and Marine, which was being or- 
ganized by the late O. O. Tollepon. 


—The Mercantile Fire and Marine Underwriters of the American Central of 
Boston has sucéeeded the Mercantile Fire and Marine of Boston in the Western 
Union. The Mercantile Fire and Marine recently reinsured in the American 
Central, which controlled it, and retired from membership in The Union. 


—The Mutual Insurance Bureau of Indianapolis has been incorporated, with a 
capital stock of $10,000, for the purpose of writing insurance and making in- 
spections, The incorporators are John Hoffa, O. A. McCotter, G. A. McKinney, 
Cc. A. L. Purmont, Glenn Walker, L. R. Welch, I. C. King, J. B. Alley and 
E. A. Wiley. 

—In accordance with a suggestion from Insurance Commissioner P. A. Ballard, 
the Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce has issued a formal invitation to the 
National Convention of Insurance Commissioners to meet in Oklahoma City in 
1918. Commissioner Ballard will present the invitation at the Spokane meeting. 
It is also planned that personal invitations shall be sent by commercial organi- 
zations of all the larger Oklahoma cities to the Insurance Commissioners of the 
various States. 


—Walter G. Wallace has been appointed Michigan special agent for the Ohio 
Farmers of LeRoy. The company has recently entered that State through the 
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Chicago general agency of McConnell & Hecox, and will operate as a bureau 
company. Mr. Wallace formerly represented the New Brunswick of New Bruns- 
wick, N. J., and the Girard of Philadelphia in the Western field. 


—The clearing house of the Chicago Board of Underwriters now has its 
messenger service working smoothly, and is distributing all communications 
between members of the Board in the Insurance Exchange building. Collections 
are made every twenty minutes, which are assorted at the clearing house and 
delivered, a five-minute record between collection and delivery often being 
attained. As there is an immense amount of interchange work in the insurance 
business in the distribution of forms, policies, permits, etc., this messenger 
service is a great saving to the members both in time and clerical hire, while it 
also materially relieves the elevators. 





THE SOUTH. 


South Carolina Dwelling Business. 

The Insurance Commissioner of South Carolina has addressed a letter 
to each of the non-members of the South-Eastern Underwriters’ Asso- 
ciation, asking if they propose making additional charges for tenant 
dwellings and household furniture as proposed by the association in that 
State. There are about twenty non-affiliated companies in South Caro- 
lina, and it is understood that the underwriters will let the business 
go to whoever wants it, as the present rates are unprofitable, and they 
have lost money on such risks. 








Considering National Association Fire Prevention Organization. 


LOUISVILLE, July 8.—The Kentucky Fire Prevention Association will 
have a big meeting at the State Capital (Frankfort) next Wednesday. 
The members of the State Insurance Board and the State Fire Marshal 
have been invited to be present. The Kentucky association is informally 
considering starting a movement for the formation of a national body 
composed of State fire prevention associations, for the purpose of ex- 
oe information as to methods used by the various local organi- 
zations. 





—An anti-rebate bill affecting fire insurance has been introduced in the Georgia 
Legislature. 


—J. Fred Neill has been appointed special agent in West Virginia for the 
Insurance Company of North America of Philadelphia. He was formerly agent 
for that company at Sisterville, W. Va., and Oil City, Pa. 


—Helena, Ark., which was inspected by the Arkansas Fire Prevention Associa- 
tion, will undergo a complete revolution, following the suggestions of changes 
recommended. A Dutch luncheon was given the members of the association at 
the Country Club, and speeches were made on fire prevention by prominent 
citizens. 


—The Home Fire of Tennessee has been organized, with a capital stock of 
$25,000. The home office will be located at Lexington, but the principal business 
office will be in Memphis. The officers are: F. M. Henry, Memphis, president; 
T. A. Lancaster, vice-president, and R. W. Hall, Lexington, secretary and 
treasurer, 


Dr. E. L. Branaman, a well-known local agent at Shelbyville, Ky., has been 
appointed special agent for the farm department of the National Union of Pitts- 
burg, succeeding E. T. Lawrence, who was recently appointed special agent in 
Kentucky for the newly organized farm department of the Hartford Fire of 
Hartford. Dr. Branaman has disposed of his local agency to Forrest D. Coots 
and John F. Davis. 





MISCELLANEOUS FIRE AND MARINE NEWS. 


“Lectures on Fire Insurance.”’ 

Particularly in order to afford young men preparing for the examina- 
tions of the Insurance Institute of America a text book, by the use of 
which they can readily obtain knowledge fitting them to pass such ex- 
aminations, the Insurance Library Association of Boston has published, 
under the title ‘‘Lectures on Fire Insurance,” the substance of the lec- 
tures given before the evening classs in fire insurance, which were con- 
ducted by that association in the fall and winter of 1911 and 1912. These 
lectures fall naturally into five divisions, namely: 

Part I—Fire Hazards; Part II—Notes on Rates and Rate-Making; 
Part IlI—Fire Protection: Public and Private; Part IV—Fire Insurance 
Policy Forms and Clauses; Part V—Local Agency Organization and Man- 
agement. These embrace addresses by Ralph Sweetland, engineer, the 
New England Fire Insurance Exchange; J. Albert Robinson, editor of 
Fire Records, N. F. P. A.; Benjamin Richards, inspector Underwriters’ 
Bureau of New England; Gayle T. Forbush, general agent the Royal Ex- 
change Assurance; Gorham Dana, manager Underwriters Bureau of New 
England; W. B. Medlicott, general agent for the Atlas of London; Frank 
M. Forbush, attorney-at-law; E. W. Beardsley, ex-president of the Na- 
tional Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents, and Frank H. Batti- 
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lana, assistant manager New England department of the Pennsylvania 
Fire Insurance Company. 

The book comprises 475 pages, including numerous illustrations and 
a copious index, is well printed on good paper and bound in library 
buckram, with the title in gilt on red leather. The edition is strictly 
limited, and sixty per cent of the edition was ordered in advance of pub- 
lication. The price per copy is $3.50; postage 25 cents additional. Orders 
may be placed with The Spectator Company, 135 William street, New 
York. 





Distribution by States of Fire Insurance in the United States, 1911. 


During the past week The Spectator Company has published the 1912 
edition of Distribution by States of Fire Insurance in the United States, 
showing the fire and marine premiums received, losses incurred, and 
risks written and renewed by each company in each State and Territory 
in the year 1911, with ratios of losses to premiums. Following the tables 
showing the transactions of the respective companies are recapitulation 
tables, one of which presents the premiums, losses and loss ratios in 
each State and Territory in comparative form for each of the following 
years: 1911, 1910, 1905, 1900, 1895, 1890 and 1885, with totals of premiums 
and losses and loss ratios for twenty-seven years for each State and 
Territory and for Canada, and with aggregates of premiums and losses, 
with loss ratios for the United States and Canada for each of the last 
twenty-seven years, and totals for the entire period. There is also 
a tabulation of the total risks written and renewed in the United States 
and Canada for each of the last seventeen years. 

The second recapitulation table comprises four sections, the first show- 
ing premiums received, losses incurred, risks written and renewed, and 
ratio of losses to premiums and ratio of premiums to each $100 of risks 
written for each State and Territory, under the following heads: Stock 
companies (fire business), mutual companies, marine business and tor- 
nado business, with grand totals for the United States and for Canada, 
respectively, and for Canada and the United States combined. 

The whole makes a book of 151 pages of instructive information, which 
will give the underwriter a close conception of the general and specific 
results in each State and Territory, thus indicating the profitable and 
unprofitable sections, as well as enabling him to appreciate the relative 
degrees of success attained by the various companies. The book is sub- 
stantially bound in red leather, and may be obtained from The Specta- 
tor Company, 135 William street, New York City, at $3 per copy. 





Fire Marshals Meet To-Day at Detroit. 

The annual meeting of the State Fire Marshals Association of North 
America will begin a two-days’ session at Detroit to-day, and from the 
programme arranged it promises to be one of the most interesting that 
organization has ever held. A large number of papers will be read on 
fire protection and fire prevention. One of the most important matters 
to be discussed will be the plan for the interchange of information 
among the various State Departments. 





Important Meetings Scheduled. 
{ey 11-12.—Fire Marshals Association of North America, Detroit, Mich. 
uly 23-26.—National Convention of Insurance Commissioners, Spokane, Wash. 


October 2-12.—Fire Prevention Congress, New York. 
October 15-17.—National Association of Local Fire Ins. Agents, Atlanta, Ga. 





—The North British and Mercantile of London has been admitted to Guatemala. 

—A special agent of experience may learn of an advantageous opening by ad- 
dressing the party who advertises elsewhere in this number of Tue Specrator. 

—Work has been started on the excavation for the $200,000 building of the 
United States States branch of the Scottish Union and National at Hartford. 

—The Equitable Fire and Marine of Providence and the Pheenix of Hartford 
will issue a joint policy on the Pacific Coast*through the Tyson general agency. 

—A man possessing the qualifications for secretary of an insurance company 
and desiring to form such a connection, would do well to communicate with 
the advertiser in another column of this issue. 

—H. Dunkenfield, special agent for the Los Angeles Fire of Los Angeles, has 
been appointed assistant manager of the Hudson Bay Fire of Vancouver, B. C., 
and has located in that city. Frank H. Benson, special agent of the Merchants 
Fire of Denver, has succeeded Mr. Dunkenfield. 





—The bonding situation in Chicago is becoming more unsettled, with charges 
of rate cutting on the part of the non-affiliated companies. One of the strong 
newer companies is charged with writing selected contractors’ bonds at a 
twenty per cent cut from the established figures, and it is now stated that paving 
bonds are being issued by some companies at twenty-five cents, which is about 
half the regular figure. : . 
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Casualty, Surety and Miscellaneous 








Texas Commissioner Forbids Periodical Accumulation. 

Commissioner of Insurance and Banking Gill of Texas has made a rul- 
ing holding that periodical accumulation on personal accident policies is 
contrary to the law forbidding discrimination, and has threatened expul- 
sion to companies for further violation. The Commissioner says that he 
has received numerous complaints regarding the accumulation feature, 
and the action he has taken is backed up by an opinion from the At- 
torney-General of that State and a mandate from the supreme court. 
Some of the older companies have been considering for some time the 
discontinuance of this feature, and the subject will be brought up for 
discussion at the annual meeting of the International Association of 
Casualty and Surety Underwriters. On the other hand, a number of 
companies are selling $7500 to $15,000 policies for $25 as a competitive 
feature. The Texas law calls for a fine of from $100 to $500 against 
agents violating the law, and the fine cannot be imposed by the De- 
partment, but by a court. 





Asks for Information Regarding Offending Policies. 

The State liability board of awards has won a victory in Ohio as the 
result of a statement issued by E. H. Moore, Superintendent of Insur- 
ance, who has sent a copy to every company operating in Ohio, saying 
that concerns cannot lawfully contract in Ohio to indemnify an em- 
ployee from the result of injuries occasioned by his willful act, or from 
failure to observe the laws of the State for the protection of the life and 
safety of employees. The board has claimed that companies have been 
writing policies protecting clients from acts of omission and commis- 
sion; while, on the other hand, the companies justify themselves on 
the ground that under the liability act there are still conditions which 
an injured employee can sue for damages, and that it is against this 
that they sought to protect their policyholders. The Department has 
instructed companies to give information as to whether they issued such 
policies, and what steps they will take to comply with the ruling. 





Will Write Casualty Business in Porto Rico. 

The Fidelity and Deposit Company of Maryland is making arrange- 
ments to appoint agents to handle its casualty business in Porto Rico. 
The company has been actively engaged on the island in surety busi- 
ness for some time, and it has not until now decided to write casualty 
business there. Agents will be appointed throughout the island, and 
the company will maintain a full corps of loss adjusters. Business for 
Porto Rico probably will be handled by Edward L. Arnold of San Juan. 
The policies will be printed in Spanish and underlined in English to 
meet all demands, and brokers in New York who have Porto Rico busi- 
ness will be able to place it through the New York office as heretofore. 
The company carries a deposit with the Insurance Department as re- 
quired by the laws. 





Metropolitan Casualty Issues New Policy Forms. 

The Metropolitan Casualty of New York has just placed in the field an 
entirely new line of accident and health policy contracts. These con- 
tracts contain the very latest features, among which may be mentioned 
full accumulation; very broad and extensive double indemnity clause; 
weekly indemnity payable under accident policies as long as total dis- 
ability ensues without limitation; broad and clear special indemnity, 
surgical operation and medical attendance clauses. These new policies, 
which are happily named “Gold Medal,” are unique. In the absence of an 
arbitrarily fixed scale of premiums and benefits, an almost infinite series 
of combinations are offered to suit any purse and to provide benefits and 
protection to conform exactly to the needs of the individual insured. 





California Casualty Underwriters Organize. 
Representatives of practically all the liability companies operating in 
California have organized the Casualty Underwriters Association of 
California. Officers have been elected as follows: Edward F. Green, 
Pacific Coast Casualty of San Francisco, president; E. C. Landis, London 
Guarantee and Accident of London, vice-president, and Ashley R. Faull, 
New Amsterdam Casualty of New York, secretary and treasurer. 





Will Increase Capital to Write Compensation Business. 

The Southern Surety of St. Louis is preparing to increase its capital 
stock from $750,000 to $1,000,000, with a surplus of an equal amount, in 
order that it can write workmen’s compensation insurance. The new 
company will be incorporated in Missouri, and will surrender the Fed- 
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eral charter under which it 1s now operating, and which was obtained 
in Oklahoma before Statehood. A committee has been appointed to raise 
the funds, and it includes, besides the directors of the old company, E. T. 
Campbell, president of the American Central Fire of St. Louis, and E. P. 
Melson, formerly president of the Missouri State Life of St. Louis. 





Royal Indemnity Field Changes. 

The Royal Indemnity Company of New York, following out its re- 
cently inaugurated policy of bringing its entire field force into close 
touch with the home office, has announced a number of very important 
agency appointments. These are for the most part located in the 
Middle West and South East. The company by this move expects to 
facilitate the writing and handling of a large volume of all classes of 
casualty insurance. 





Casualty Notes. 

—Walter P. Paff has been appointed superintendent of agents at Indianapolis 
for the New Amsterdam Casualty of New York. 

—The Mexican government has declared Lloyd’s policies for riot risks as 
illegal and void. This grows out of the unsettled conditions in that country and 
the frequent insurrections. 

—There has been considerable activity in large-size accident policies in Phila- 
delphia recently. The companies are beginning to feel results of the ‘Titanic’ 
disaster, and many maximum limit contracts are being sold. 

—The Missouri Fidelity and Casualty of Springfield, Mo., in the first six 
months of 1912 wrote $153,000 in premiums, as against $101,000 for ten months of 
1911. Cost of management plus claims reduced fifteen per cent as compared with 
1911, 


—The American Bankers of Chicago has reduced its authorized capital to 
$325,000 in order that it may eventually take advantage of the new law permitting 
life insurance companies whose capital is wholly paid up to write accident in- 
surance also, 


—The Pittsburg Casualty of Pittsburg, which was recently purchased by the 
National Life of the U. S. of A. of Chicago, has notified its agents that until 
further notice they are to conduct the business of the company, as heretofore, 
with the Pittsburg office. 

—Geo. H. S. Rowe has been appointed general agent for the Travelers Insur- 
ance Company of Hartford, with offices at 76 William street, New York city. 
He was formerly with the Home Life Insurance Company for three years, 
writing quite a volume of business. 


—L. G. Earl has been appointed manager at Chicago for the Metropolitan 
Casualty of New York, succeeding E. M. Goodwin, who recently resigned. Mr. 
Earl has been temporarily in charge of the office since June 15. E. L. Bracken 
of the New York office will be assistant to Mr. Earl. 


~The United States Health and Accident of Saginaw, Mich., has set aside 
July as the president’s month in honor of J. B. Pitcher, president of the com- 
pany, and the agents have agreed to exert themselves in an effort to make it the 
largest from a producing standpoint in the history of the company. 


—The plan for the organization of the National Liability of Cincinnati, which 
is understood to have had about $40,000 in stock subscribed, has been discon- 
tinued, It was proposed to issue an attractive automobile policy, and several 
officers of the Automobile Club had agreed to become financially interested. 


—The ruling of Insurance Commissioner Hardison of Massachusetts that, under 
the workmen’s compensation law in that State, companies writing steam boiler, 
fly-wheel and elevator insurance cannot cover the compensation liability under 
such policies, will necessitate a complete readjustment of policies issued in 
Massachusetts. 

~The A&tna Life of Hartford has filed liability rates in Massachusetts cor- 
responding with those of the Workmens Compensation, Inspection and Rein- 
surance Bureau covering employers’ liability and compensation, but no rates 
were filed for public liability. Commissioner Hardison of that State has no 
jurisdiction under the new law as to public liability rates. 


—W. L. Taylor, general manager of the Missouri Fidelity and Casualty of 
Springfield, Mo., announces the promotion of J. B. Sackett from superintendent 
of the industrial department to manager of the accident and health department ot 
the company. Also appointment of Whitney Goit, formerly of the Fidelity and 
Casualty, but recently of the Royal Indemnity, to superintendent of liability 
department; also appointment of Adolph W. Schroeder of St. Louis as resident 
manager of Kansas City branch office to succeed J. M. Egerman, resigned. 


—Some interest has been shown in the suggestion to eliminate from liability 
policies the clause which, in the event of the bankruptcy of the insured, allows 
the company to pay on accidents for which the assured is held legally liable 
only the proportion the bankrupt has been able to pay the claimant. This clause 
has been discontinued in Massachusetts under the new workmen’s compensation 
law. 


—A suggestion has been made to form an association of the agents of the 
various casualty companies in New York, such as the National Association of 
Local Fire Insurance Agents, for the purpose of eliminating the casual or part 
time agents’ war on inimical legislation and discriminatory taxation and fees and 
other important matters with which agents are forced to contend. The matter has 
not been definitely decided upon, but it is being given considerable thought. 


—United States District Judge Cornelius H. Hanford, in a recent decision in 
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the case of John C. Culton, foreman of a crew at the Seattle round house of the 
Northern Pacific Railway, who was injured, held that the law dealing with em- 
ployers of labor engaged in inter-State commerce refers only to such employees 
as are actually engaged, and not to all employees of such employers, therefore 
ruling in favor of the railroad in overruling the demurrer of Culton, who sued 
under the Federal liability law. 


—The Court of Errors and Appeals at Trenton, N. J., has affirmed the 
judgment of the lower court that a husband is not liable for an accident grow- 
ing out of a business conducted by his wife, or arising from the management 
by her of her separate property. The suit was brought by Harry W. Harrington 
and his wife against Joshua Jagnetty and his wife, and was based on the fracture 
of a leg of Mrs. Harrington in a fall sustained in the Elmont Hotel, Atlantic 
City, conducted by Mrs. Jagnetty. 





Surety Notes. 
—The General Accident of Perth, Scotland, is understood to be considering the 
writing of surety and fidelity bonds, as well as plate glass insurance. An official 
report is expected by the United States branch shortly. 


—George J. Arnold, manager of the soliciting bureau of the American Surety 
of New York, has left for a Western trip. which will embrace Seattle, Portland, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Salt Lake City, Denver, Omaha and Minneapolis. 


—M. A. Craig, for the past five years secretary of the Bankers Surety Com- 
pany of Cleveland, Ohio, will become associated with the management of the 
Title Guaranty and Surety of Scranton, Pa., August 1. Mr. Craig was first 
associated with the Bankers as an agent, and subsequently became special 
agent, manager of agencies, and in 1907 was elected secretary. With the addi- 
tion of Mr. Craig to the home-office force, the Title Guaranty and Surety is but 
strengthening an already highly organized and capable staff of officers and 
managers. 


—Mandamus proceedings have been started by the American Surety of New 
York to compel Insurance Commissioner Ferguson of Oregon to approve its 
bond of $25,000 tendered to enable the United States Fire of New York to 
qualify for business in that State. Commissioner Ferguson refused to approve 
the bond because it had been issued through the home office and not by the 
resident agent, insisting that it must be accompanied by a statement to the 
effect that the premium had been credied to the Oregon office and that taxes 
would be paid on the premium 





GLOBE INDEMNITY COMPANY MAKES HISTORY. 


Greatest Record Ever Made by Any Casualty Company. 


The history of casualty insurance has had many interesting develop- 
ments. Perhaps one of the most interesting to the casualty insurance 
public is the condition disclosed by the recent semi-annual statement of 
the Globe Indemnity Company, which, it will be recalled, was organized 
last year by the Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance Company, 
Ltd. 
The Globe Indemnity Company commenced business last December, 
and, as a result of six months’ operation, ending June 30, it reports 
premiums written as $1,043,111, which is, without question, a most re- 
markable development of casualty business in such a limited time, es- 


’ pecially when it is realized that this volume of business has been re- 


ceived from brokers and agents located in a comparatively small number 
of States. 

This volume of business is very substantially in excess of that written 
by similar companies during their first years, as evidenced by the fol- 
lowing comparison, compiled by the Globe Indemnity Company from 
back volumes of The Insurance Year Book: 


Globe Indemnity Company—First six calendar months.......... $1,043,111 
Employers Liability Company of London—Fifth calendar year 
1 UE WU UMNO bis ccedc cress Redors's ots Cocsesdsossteccwe 822,313 


—s, Guarantee and ‘Accident  Company—Fifth calendar 


WOE crass cabo Ves REEDS VALE RES TREC REND LE EREGA RUSS CERE ESS 717,051 
Frankfort Marine, Accident and Plate Glass Insurance. Com- 

pany—Fifth calendar year..... Stat ye tle bs Oka veeesiols ceerens 1,007,962 
—-—= A ance and Guarantee Corporation—Seventh calendar re 
The. y ahh Accident, Fire and Life ‘Assurance Corporation 

—Seventh calendar year..........ceeeeseeeeecs She eikes Cake «- 915,380 
Travelers Indemnity Company—Fifth calendar year............ 666,510 
Standard Accident Insurance Company—Highteenth calendar 

5 RO PET TT TOP ee OEE Oe TPE TT TE ee TH Ubaeteveess’ s 1,325,847 
Fidelity and Casualty Company—Tenth calendar year...........- 520,151 
United States Casualty Company—Fifth calendar year....... .. 809,782 
Royal Indemnity Company—First fiscal year...........eceeeeeees 975,000 


Perhaps the most interesting feature of this whole exhibit is the fact 
that the company reports that its pure employers’ liability premiums 
have been limited to less than twenty-seven per cent of the total amount 
of premiums written, a condition which speaks volumes for the under- 
writing methods of this latest giant in the casualty world, for the reason 
that, as is well known, liability rates generally have been very much 
disturbed throughout the country, and it has not been difficult for any 
company to secure a substantial volume of employers’ liability premium 
if it was disposed to write freely of this particular class of business. 

The organization of the Globe has been completed as to its home office 
staff in a most excellent manner, as it is recognized that the superin- 
tendents of the departments are men who’stand in the foremost ranks 
of their respective classes of business. General Manager Reid is to be 
congratulated upon this excellent showing for the first six months, and 
we can safely predict that the Globe will take its place in the front 
ranks of the casualty and surety companies of this country. 
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July 11, 1912] 


MISCELLANY 


“THE BUSINESS OF INSURANCE.” 


A New Work in Three Volumes, Which Covers Every Branch 
of Underwriting. 


An unusual work, entitled “The Business of Insurance,” is shortly 
to be issued in three large volumes, containing over 1500 pages. This 
work has been compiled by Howard P. Dunham of the AZtna Life 
Insurance Company, Hartford, Conn., and covers the business of 
insurance in its every phase. 

Its remarkable feature—outside its comprehensiveness and the 
excellence of its subject matter—is found in the number and the very 
high standing of its contributors. It is composed of some eighty 
chapters, each treating exhaustively a different phase of insurance, 
and each one of these chapters written by one of the most eminent 
authorities—if not the most eminent—in the United States on the 
particular subject. It is doubtful if a more able and thorough 
presentation of an entire line of business has ever been published. 

An introductory chapter on the Necessity of Commercial Education 
is written by Frank A. Vanderlip, president of the City National 
Bank of New York, who is followed by Henry Moir, associate actuary 
of the Home Life Insurance Company, in a strong presentation of the 
necessity of education in business—a need which the present volume 
is intended to supply. 

The educational nature of the work undoubtedly explains the high 
standing of its contributors. Insurance executives of the country have 
long recognized the need for a book of this kind, and have written it 
in the interest of the highest efficiency. They are to be congratulated 
on the results of their efforts. A partial list of its subjects and con- 
tributors follows: 














HISTORY OF INSURANCE. 

Henry W. Eaton, U. S. manager Liverpool and London and Globe 
Insurance Company; M. Lewin Hewes, president Standard Fire Insurance 
Company of Hartford; Joseph A. DeBoer, president National Life Insur- 
ance Company of Vermont; Sylvester C. Dunham, president Travelers 
Insurance Company of Hartford; Alfred Foot, superintendent Railway 
Passengers Assurance Company, London; Edwin W. De Leon, president 
Casualty Company of America, N. Y. 


THE INSURANCE POLICY. 

Edward R. Hardy, New York Fire Insurance Exchange: Levi G. Fouse, 
president and actuary Fidelity Mutual Life Insurance Company of Phila- 
delphia; F. Leroy Templeman, manager accident and health department, 
Maryland Casualty Company of Baltimore; Reinard C. Keelor, M. D., 
lability underwriter United States Casualty Company of New York; 
John W. ‘McLaughlin, superintendent printing department, Prudential 
Insurance Company of New York. 


: PREMIUM RATES. 

Harold M. Hess, chairman Missouri Actuarial Bureau; J. Burnett Gibb, 
actuary Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company, Philadelphia; Edson S. 
Lott, president United States Casualty Company, New York; Frank E. 
Law, vice-president Fidelity and Casualty Company of New York. 


SETTLEMENT OF LOSSES. 

Willis O. Robb, manager New York Fire Insurance Company; George 
C. Markham, president Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
Milwaukee; Walter C. Faxon, vice-president accident and liability de- 
partment, Adtna, Life Insurance Company, Hartford; Walter L. Clark, 
attorney legal department, Maryland Casualty Company, Baltimore. 


HOME OFFICE MANAGEMENT. 

William J. Mackay, secretary Springfield Fire and Marine Insurance 
Company; Joel L. English, vice-president tna Life Insurance Company, 
Hartford; Wilfrid C. Potter, secretary Preferred Accident Insurance 
Company, New York; 8. Herbert Wolfe, consulting actuary, New York 


. City, 


AGENCY MANAGEMENT. 

William B. Medlicott, general agent Eastern department, United 
States Atlas Assurance Company, Ltd., London; Edward A. Woods, 
Pittsburg, manager Equitable Life Assurance Society of United States. 
Alfred B. Forrest, vice-president and founder North American Accident 

Nee Company, Chicago; Frederick S. Moore, manager commercial 
‘epartment, Massachusetts Accident Insurance Company, Boston. 
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Miscellaneous 


INSPECTIONS. 
David Van Schaack, director of inspections accident and liability de- 
partment, Adtna Life Insurance Company; Frederick C. Moore, superin- 
tendent special risks department, Hartford Fire Insurance Company. 


MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS. 
Clark W. Davis, M. D., medical director Union Central Life Insurance 
Company; W. Edward Magruder, M. D., medical examiner and adjuster 
for accident insurance companies. 


SPECIAL PHASES OF FIRE INSURANCE. 

Coinsurance—Edward R. Hardy, New York Fire Insurance Exchange. 
Fire Maps—S. Edwin Buchanan, general manager Sanborn Map Co. Fire 
Prevention—Henry L. Phillips, manager Factory Insurance Associ- 
ation; Edward F. Croker, president Croker National Fire Prevention En- 
gineering Company. Marine Insurance—Benjamin Rush, vice-president 
Insurance Company of North America. / itomatic Sprinklers—John R. 
Hamilton, master mechanic Automatic Sprinkler Company of America. 


SPECIAL PHASES OF LIFE INSURANCE 
Commercial Life Insurance—Stewart Anderson, publishing department 
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company. Assessment Life Insur- 
ance—Miles M. Dawson, consulting actuary, New York. Fraternal Life 
Insurance—A. R. Talbot, head consul Modern Woodmen of America. 
Mutual Life Insurance—George T. Dexter, second vice-president Mutual 
Life Insurance of New York. Stock Life Insurance—James M. Craig, 
actuary Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. Industrial Life Insur- 
ance—Frederick L. Hoffman, LL. D., statistician Prudential Insurance 
Company of America. Conservation of Human Life—Rober* Lynn Cox, 
general counsel and manager Association of Life Insurance Presidents. 

Necessity of Life Insurance to Business—BDlbert Hubbard. 


SPECIAL PHASES OF ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
Sickness Insurance—Reinard 8S. Keelor, M. D., United States Casualty 
Company. Industrial Accident Insurance—Reinhold R. Koch president 
American Assurance Company. Workmen’s Collective Insurance— 
Charles H. Franklin, United States manager Frankfort Marine, Accident 
and Plate Glass Insurance Company. Accident Prevention—Wm. H. Tol- 
man, director American Museum of Safety, New York. 


SPECIAL PHASES LIABILITY INSURANCE. 

Statistics and Reserves—Benedict D. Flynn, actuary Travele:: Insur- 
ance Company. Liability Insurance by State—Edson S. Lott, president 
United States Casualty Company. Workmen’s Compensation—Stanley 
L. Otis, actuary Workmens Compensation Service and Information 
Bureau. Basis of Liability for Negligence—Theophilus J. Moll, general 
counsel Meridian Life Insurance Company. 


SPECIAL INSURANCE. 

Automobile Insurance—Charles D. Dunlop, vice-president Providence 
Washington Insurance Company. Burglary Insurance—David W. Arm- 
strong, Jr., president Empire State Surety Company; director National 
Surety Company, and general agent New England Casualty Company. 
Credit Insurance—Edwin M. Treat, president American Credit-Indemnity 
Company of New York. Flywheel Insurance—William R. C. Corson, as- 
sistant secretary Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection and Insurance Com- 
pany. Lloyds—Rushton Peabody, senior member Peabody, Slosson & 
Smyth, insurance brokers, New York. Plate Glass Insurance—Nelson 
D. Sterling, Fidelity and Casualty Company of New York. Reinsurance 
—Wm. C. Scheide, resident United States manager Prussian Life Insur- 
ance Company of Berlin. Automatic Sprinkler Leakage Insurance— 
Howard G. Chase, manager boiler and sprinkler departments, United 
States Casualty Company. Steam Boiler Insurance—Allan D. Risteen, 
Ph. D., engineering department Travelers Insurance Company. Surety 
and Fidelity Insurance—Joel Rathbone, vice-president National Surety 
Company. Title Insurance—J. Wray Cleveland, secretary Title Guar- 
antee and Trust Company of New York. Tornado Insurance—Alexander 
T. Lumby, supervisor Southern department, Home Insurance Company; 
secretary Southern Tornado Association. 

Legal Requirements as to formation of a company, State supervision, 
annual statements, State laws, investments, accounting and auditing, 
procedure in the courts, insurable interests and change of interest, re- 
ceiverships, bank accounts, waiver and forfeiture, powers of agents and 
companies, and such administrative details as salesmanship, advertising, 
correspondence, office equipment, and office efficiency are treated by ex- 
perts who are named in the descriptive circular which will be sent on 
request. 

The price of the three volumes or set is $10, bound in library 
buckram, and $12.50, bound in half morocco, Orpers ARE BEING 
RECORDED AND WILL BE FILLED PROMPTLY BY THE SPECTATOR CoMPANY, 
Sore SeLtinc Acents (with the exception of the publishers). 
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Ligency Wants. 


Higencyp Wants. 








WANTED 


An opening in a large fire insurance 
company for the position of Secretary. 
Applicant must furnish references and 
possess qualities of ability and experience. 
Address ‘‘C. B. E.,’’ care of The Spectator, 
P. O. Box 1117, New York City. 


WANTED 
A reliable and experienced special agent 
Splendid 
opportunity for the right man. Address 
‘*C, B. E.,’’ care of The Spectator, 
P.O. Box 1117, New York City. 





can secure good position. 





The Downtown Department 
OF 


The Germania Life Insurance Company 
<0) 


ffers an excellent contract for good pro- 
ducers in Greater New York. 


The New Child Endowment Policy is a Great Seller. 


i MAX REINBOTH, Mgr. Downtown Dept. 
20 Nassau Street ~ NEW YORK CITY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


negotiations conducted personally by me anywhere in the United States 


If you want to buy, sell or absorb a BANK or INSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY, send for me. I will make preliminary 


Jan.1,1912,$46,786, 131.91 
00°09Z'ZZZ' 1 E1$ *2920) ut “suy per | 





negotiations secretly and diplomatically. Everything con- 
fidential in my office. All negotiations are made by me 
personally. Nothing is intrusted to the mail. 


E. A. GRANT, 901 Garfield Building, Cleveland, Ohio 





THE MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE CO. OF CANADA is the BEST 
COMPANY on the AMERICAN CONTINENT for the real live wire. 


- ESTABLISHED SINCE 1870 and with a record UNPRE- 
CEDENTED FOR PROFITS TO POLICYHOLDERS. 


The following statement shows the surplus earnings of the Com. 
pany for the past five years compared with the Annual premiums 
received during that period. 


1907 21.99% 1908 22.36% 1909 24.49% 
1910 27.39% 1911 29.79% 


THE PROGR see CITY OF MONTREAL with a population 
of nearly ONE MILLION is one of the BEST FIELDS TODAY FOR 
THE AGENT. We have exceptional openings for two real live wires, 
write for particulars and all information to 


T. JONES, Manager, ‘Star Bldg.,’’ Montreal, Can. 
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STOCK SALESMEN 


A NEW FIELD GOOD LEADS 


We want ten high class insurance stock salesmen, men of ability and shoes 

A going Live Stock Insurance Company, now writing ge _ backed b 

ing Bankers and Business Men is ie | Capital Stock. is is a LIVE, LEAN 

ona age and the stock is easily sold. It has never been bgt B in this terri 
ood commissions and good leads. Address, “LIVE STOCK,” care of The 

Renan. P. O. Box 1117, New York City, N. Y. 








American Life and Annuity Company 


ATLANTA, GEORGIA 


Now licensed in Georgia. Contemplating entry to 
several southern states. Attractive District and State 
Agencies now open to live, active producers. 


Address 


Home Office - «= 3d Floor Forsythe Building 
ATLANTA, GA. 




















CASUALTY 
INSURANCE 





LIBERAL CONTRACTS TO LIVE AGENTS! 


EDERAL 
_— U 
Address AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
FEDERAL UNION SURETY COMPANY, Indianapolis, Ind. 














SURETY 


NION URETY 99 
NEXCELLED ECURITY 7 
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